According to our results, preconditions for cardiovascular diseases proved to be more pronounced in NIDDM than in IDDM patients, especially in the presence of microalbuminuria. Although the causal relationship between albuminuria and cardiovascular risk factors could not be evaluated in a cross-sectional study, our findings could be of importance in explaining the difference between NIDDM and IDDM patients regarding the prevalence of cardiovascular diseases.
Sir,
We have read with interest the recent leading article by Drs Dornhorst and Merrin' about the primary, secondary and tertiary prevention of non-insulin-dependent diabetes (NIDDM). Among the possible modes of secondary prevention, the clinical significance of microalbuminuria was emphasized by the authors. Indeed, microalbuminuria has a great clinical importance in predicting both overt nephropathy and cardiovascular mortality in NIDDM as well as in insulin-dependent-diabetes (IDDM) 
